
is section of the Comprehensive Plan is intended to provide a
snapshot of the current conditions in the city of Northglenn as well as
perspective on trends and comparisons to other jurisdictions with sim-
ilar attributes. In some cases, comparisons are made between the pop-
ulations of Northglenn and Adams County (where the developed
portion of Northglenn is wholly seated) or the entire Denver metro
region. In other cases, comparisons are made between the city and the
cities of Wheat Ridge or Englewood. ese two communities are
deemed to have similar attributes and challenges to that of North-
glenn (inner ring suburbs, limited room for growth, interstate high-
way proximity etc.). e goal is to help understand the various factors
that make up the city today and will play a large part in its future di-
rection.

Geography
Northglenn is a small Colorado city, located in the heart of the

Denver Metro Region, encompassing approximately 7.45 square
miles. e bulk of the city is located within Adams County (6.45
square miles) in an urbanized setting. One square mile is located in
Weld County, approximately seven miles north of developed North-
glenn.
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Northglenn is strategically positioned in the center of the growing
northern portion of the Denver metro region, where access to all
lifestyle elements (jobs, shopping, air travel, downtown Denver) is
within a 30-minute drive. Additionally, the undeveloped portion of
the city, in Weld County, provides unique opportunities for growth
and development in the future.

Population
e 2007 American Community Survey (ACS) indicates that

Northglenn has a population of approximately 35,000 residents. e
city has seen a slight downward trend in popu-
lation over the past three years, while Adams
County and the Denver Regional Council of
Governments (DRCOG) region continue to
grow in population. In recent years, residen-
tial growth in the region has occurred outside
of Northglenn’s boundaries. e last major
single-family development in Northglenn was
the Fox Run community, which was devel-
oped during the late 1990s.

Of the city’s nearly 35,000 residents, ap-
proximately 24 percent are under the age of 18
and 11 percent are 65 or over. e median
age of all residents in the community is 33.5,
significantly younger than similar communi-
ties in the region. As we plan for the future of
Northglenn, it will be
important to keep in
mind that nearly one out
of every four Northglenn
residents is under the age
of 18. To provide the
opportunities for young
people to conduct the
various stages of life
within the city, evalua-
tion of their needs will be
increasingly important as
Northglenn changes and
evolves (e.g. housing
choices, recreation
amenities, shopping op-
portunities).

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Source: U.S. Census and DRCOG estimates

2007 data are taken from the newly released ACS conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau between the years of 2005 and 2007.
Other data is derived from previous decennial census programs, annual Census estimates, or the estimates provided by DRCOG.



Households
e nearly 35,000 residents of Northglenn live in approximately

14,000 households throughout the community. e average house-
hold size is 2.6 people, which is roughly comparable to the average
household size for Colorado. Families comprise 64 percent of the
households in Northglenn.1 is figure includes both married-couple
families (48 percent) and “other” families (16 percent). Non-family
households make up 36 percent of all households in Northglenn.
Most of the non-family households are people living alone, but this
figure also includes people living in households where no one is re-
lated.

Mobility
In 2007, 80 percent of Northglenn residents were living in the

same homes a year earlier. Nine percent had moved during the past
year from another residence in Adams County, 7 percent had moved
from another county in Colorado and 5 percent had moved from an-
other state. In all, one in five people had moved from some place out-
side of Northglenn in the previous year.

e ever changing population of Northglenn provides unique
challenges in fostering a sense of commu-
nity. Alternatively, the data suggests that
Northglenn is a highly desired destination
where people find opportunities for hous-
ing, jobs, and changes in lifestyle.

Income
e median income of households in

Northglenn was $53,747 in 2007, ap-
proximately $4,700 less than in 2000, ad-
justed for inflation. According to the
ACS, eight percent of the total population
are living in poverty. irteen percent of
children under 18 are living below the
poverty level, compared with seven per-

cent of people 65 years old and over. Seven percent of all families and
nine percent of families with a female householder and no husband
present have incomes below the poverty level. ese levels of poverty
are less than both Adams County and the state of Colorado as a
whole.
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Source: 2007 ACS

1- The U.S. Census generally defines families as individuals living in a household that are related to one another by birth, marriage,
or adoption. The Census defines a household as the following: a housing unit occupied either by a family or by non-family (non
related or single) members. Individuals living in group quarters are not tallied as living in households.

1990/2000 US Census and 2007 ACS



Education
As of 2007, 83 percent of people 25 years

and older had at least graduated from high
school and 18 percent had a bachelor's degree
or higher.

School enrollment for preschool through
high school in Northglenn constitutes approx-
imately 6,400 children, or about 18 percent of
the total population. Nursery school and
kindergarten enrollment is approximately 700
and there are approximately 5,700 children
enrolled in elementary or high school. ere
are approximately 1,600 students enrolled in
college or graduate school.

Education attainment in Northglenn
tracks closely with that of Adams County, but
lags when compared to the entire state of Col-
orado. Northglenn’s 2007 levels of educa-
tional attainment are slightly lower than data
collected during the 2000 Census, but not sig-
nificant enough to determine a downward
trend. Continued partnerships and coopera-
tion with the Adams County School District
12, the Adams County Education Consortium
and other higher education partners will be
critical in fostering growth in these indicators.

Forecasts
DRCOG provides municipal level forecasts

through their regional modeling project.
rough the year 2035, they forecast approxi-
mately 40,500 people living in Northglenn
(13 percent increase) and approximately
14,800 jobs located in the city (26 percent in-
crease). Accommodation of these increases
will largely be dependent on the conversion of
currently vacant land and redevelopment of
targeted areas throughout the city. DRCOG’s ability to coordinate
each municipality’s perspective of their respective future growth poten-
tial is a difficult task. Certain realities of local government legislation
are not always taken into consideration when conducting a regional
growth forecasting model. For example, the 1993 Intergovernmental
Agreement (IGA) between Northglenn and the City of ornton may
have a significant impact on the future growth associated with Section
36.
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